
Malmsbury Cemetery Trust fees effective 1 July 2017 
 
Some points to note about Cemetery Trust Fees. 

• Trust Members are non-paid volunteers. All charges levied by the Trust go directly to the running of the cemetery and upkeep of the grounds. 
• The Trust is responsible for the ongoing maintenance of the Cemetery Ground ‘for ever’. This means that the Trust has an obligation to ensure that 

funds are available for future maintenance and management as well as purchase of additional land in the distant future. As such, the Trust aims to 
keep funds aside for these future investments. 

 
 Cemetery Service What does this mean Fee 
Buying a Right of Interment You purchase the right to bury a coffin or cremated remains in a casket at the cemetery. You may bury up to two 

coffins or caskets in a plot. If you wish to bury two coffins, the first interment must be at the required double depth. 
This ensures that the second interment (which rests on top of the first interment) meets the regulation burial depth. 
You may purchase a plot for yourself, a friend or family member. You can also transfer a right of interment to a 
friend or family member if you have purchased it in your name. 
You can surrender your right of interment at any time – selling it back to the Trust. Under the legislation, the Trust 
may charge a reasonable fee for the maintenance of the plot while you held the right – these charges are set out in 
a schedule set by the Department of Health. The Trust cannot charge more than this schedule. 
Some people plan their funeral and may purchase a right of interment before they die. This is known as pre-need. 
Others may leave it to their executor to purchase a right of interment after they die. This is known as at-need. 
The Trust does not charge a different fee for pre-need and at-need. 

See Below 

Right of Interment, body 
and cremated remains. 
Adult and Child, pre-need 
and at-need. Own Site 
Selection 

Historically, the Cemetery is divided into Grounds according to faith (eg Catholic, Church of England etc). There is 
also an Independent Ground for those who choose not to follow a religion. 
Under current legislation, the Trust cannot refuse to sell you a plot in a Ground if you do not follow that religion. 
Please note that just because a plot is seemingly empty does not necessarily mean that it is available to purchase. 
The Trust may need to investigate to ensure that any given plot is available. The Trust may issue you with an 
‘unallocated’ certificate, pending the results of the investigation. 
Once a plot has been identified and verified, the Trust will issue you with a Certificate of Right of Interment, which 
defines the plot and sets out your rights and obligations. 

$1070  

Right of Interment, body 
and cremated remains. 
Adult and Child, pre-need 
and at-need. Trust Site 
Selection 

Where you do not wish to specify a particular plot for burial, the Trust will issue a Certificate of Right of Interment 
that is ‘unallocated’. The next available plot will be allocated at the time of burial. You can specify a particular 
Ground in the cemetery – for example Catholic, CofE or Independent. $975 



Right of Interment, 
cremated remains only. 
Adult and child, pre-need 
and at need. 

The Cemetery has a small number of reduced size plots which have been set aside for the interment of cremated 
remains only. They are located in the Independent Ground. Each plot is standard width but only half the length of a 
full plot. $405 

 
 

Burials and cremated 
remains 

  

Interment Services – All 
interments including 
cremated remains and 
child interments 
 

When a burial is required, the Trust will arrange for the grave to be excavated. A professional digger will be 
engaged who will dig to the required depth and follow the prescribed safety procedures. 
The Trust is permitted to add a fee to these costs – currently set at 15%. This charge contributes to the overall 
running of the cemetery. 
As a guide, excavation costs are in the region of $750 to $1500 (depending on conditions) 
It is usual practice to inter cremated remains in their casket – placing them under the headstone or memorial. The 
monumental mason will place the casket when installing the headstone or memorial. 

Cost plus 
15% 

Interment Services - all 
interment services, 
outside standard hours  

Where an interment needs to be arranged outside standard business hours, the grave digger may charge a 
premium rate for the excavation service. 
The Trust applies the same 15% to these charges. 

Cost plus 
15% 

Administration Fee - 
Cancellation of burial 

On the rare occasion when a burial is cancelled, the Trust is permitted to charge a small, fixed fee. 
If the excavation has already taken place, the Trust will pass on these fees at cost. 

$46 

Interment Services – 
reopen grave with cover 
or without cover 

For a double burial – where the second interment occurs after the headstone or memorial has been installed, it 
may be necessary to engage the Monumental Mason to dismantle and remove the memorial before the grave-
digger can excavate. 
As for other interments, the Trust adds its standard 15% to the digging and mason’s charges. 

Cost plus 
15% 

 
  



 

Memorials and markers   

Memorialisation - Temporary 
grave marker 

Family or friends may wish to place a temporary marker on a grave – particularly when the installation of the 
final memorial may take some time. The marker must comply with the monumental guidelines. The Trust 
applies a small charge to cover administration costs. 

$46 

Memorial permit – new 
headstone, single and double 
graves, with or without 
existing foundation 

Before a memorial or headstone is placed on a grave, an application must be completed and submitted to 
the Trust for approval. The Trust has issued guidelines for monuments, available from the Trust website. In 
general, the Monumental Mason will complete this form and submit on your behalf. Forms are available 
from the Trust or the Health Department - Cemeteries and Crematoria Unit website. 
All memorials must be installed by a suitably qualified monumental mason and must adhere to the memorial 
guidelines. 

$160 

Memorial permit fee 
Renovation – major 
renovation, single and double 
graves 

Similar to the application to install a monument, when a major renovation or changes are made to a 
memorial, the Trust must approve all proposed works prior to commencement. In general, the permit will be 
handled by the monumental mason. 

$160 

Memorial permit fee 
Renovation– minor 
renovation, single and double 
graves 

This describes instances where a small change is requested to a monument or headstone – for example, 
the addition of a second nameplate or additional lettering on a headstone. 
It also covers minor works to repair or restore a memorial or headstone. In general, the permit will be 
handled by the monumental mason. 

$60 

 
  



 
 

Miscellaneous   

Search of cemetery records The Trust is sometimes asked to search cemetery records to locate a family member or friend. 
The Trust may charge for its time in conducing these searches at an hourly rate. 
The Trust would agree a maximum fee with the enquirer before embarking on a search. 
It is part of the Trust’s strategy to provide an electronic database of burials via its website, so that 
members of the public may access this information directly. 
The Trust is only permitted to release information that may be considered already in the public 
domain. Privacy laws prevent the disclosure of personal information. 

$23 per half hour 
unit 

 

Right of Interment Surrender 
and maintenance fees as per 
Department scale 

When a holder of a Right of Interment wishes to surrender that right back to the Trust, the Trust 
may charge an administration fee plus a fee to cover the maintenance of the plot depending on 
the number of years the right was held. This maintenance fee is set by the Department in a 
defined scale. These fees are deducted from the refund amount. 
 
For example 
Fixed administration charge for surrender of Right of Interment = $95 
After holding a right for 1 year, the maintenance charge is 3% increasing to 45% after 25 years. 
If a right of interment is $500 and surrendered after 10 years 
The refund will be 
$500 - $95 - $93.75 = 311.25 
 

$95 + 
Department 
maintenance scale 
fee 

Administration Fee - Grave 
Testing 

In special circumstances, the Trust may conduct a test of a burial plot to determine if a burial has 
taken place. This would only be done where there is some discrepancy between cemetery 
records and the grave marker or memorial (if present). 

$145 

Interment Services - 
Exhumation 

Occasionally the State Coroner may need to authorise an exhumation if they believe it is 
necessary for the investigation of a death and it is appropriate to do so. 
As with burial services, the Trust applies its standard 15% charge. 

Cost plus 15% 

 
 


